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Editorial Note

Pathways to Viksit Bharat 2047: Research, Inclusion
and Collective Action
J K SACHDEVA
Abstract

This editorial note formed the part of valedictory speech during June 2026 Conference
on Viksit Bharat 2047

Conference on Pathways to Viksit Bharat 2047

The International Conference on “Pathways to Viksit Bharat 2047” provided an
important platform for academicians, researchers, practitioners, professionals and
students to deliberate on the challenges and opportunities associated with India's journey
towards becoming a developed nation.

The response to the conference was highly encouraging. A total of 197 registrations
were received, along with 146 research papers, of which 120 papers were
successfully presented. Participants represented 26 states across India, along with
international participation. The conference brought together faculty members, research
scholars, students, independent researchers and professionals, reflecting a broad and
diverse academic engagement with the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047.

The conference was organised around six important thematic areas: Digital
Transformation, AI and Technology; Social Equity and Human Development;
Sustainable Development and Climate Action; Economic Transformation and
Global Integration; Governance and Global Responsibility; and Managerial
Perspectives for Viksit Bharat. The deliberations across these themes reinforced the
view that the transformation of India into a developed nation requires a
multidimensional approach rather than an exclusive focus on economic growth.

A major message emerging from the conference was the importance of technology-
driven transformation. Research presented during the conference highlighted the
potential of Artificial Intelligence, digital technologies and smart manufacturing
systems to improve productivity, strengthen industrial efficiency, reduce energy
consumption and enhance India's competitiveness in the global economy. The
discussions demonstrated that technological transformation and sustainable
development must increasingly progress together.

Another significant area of discussion was financial inclusion and digital
empowerment. Participants emphasised that financial inclusion should extend beyond
providing access to financial services and should promote meaningful participation in
the economic system. Digital platforms, FinTech innovations and financial literacy can
play an important role in empowering citizens, particularly women, youth and
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underserved communities. At the same time, issues relating to trust, awareness, digital
literacy and security require continued attention.

The conference also strongly highlighted the importance of women's empowerment
and gender equity. Equal access to education, financial services, employment
opportunities and leadership positions is essential for inclusive national development.
A developed India cannot be imagined without the full and meaningful participation of
women in economic and social life.

The role of education, skills and human capital development also emerged as a
central theme. The discussions demonstrated that India's future will depend not only
upon infrastructure and technological advancement but equally upon the quality, skills,
creativity and capabilities of its human resources. Continuous learning, quality
education, skill development, innovation and entrepreneurship will therefore remain
fundamental to the national development process.

Issues relating to social inclusion and equitable growth received significant attention.
Research on gender disparities, educational inequalities and regional development
challenges reinforced the importance of ensuring that economic progress is
accompanied by social justice and equal opportunity. Development must reach all
sections of society if the vision of Viksit Bharat is to become a meaningful reality.

The conference further emphasised that sustainable development should not be viewed
merely as a limitation on growth. Rather, sustainability, climate responsibility and
resilience must become defining characteristics of a developed nation. The discussions
also recognised the importance of governance, transparency, accountability and
international cooperation in addressing global challenges such as climate change and
human rights.

The contributions of keynote and session speakers provided additional perspectives on
India's economic journey, demographic transition, agricultural development, rural
transformation, social development and global integration. A recurring message across
the deliberations was that the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 cannot be achieved through
policies alone. It requires ideas, innovation, research, institutional strength and the
collective efforts of citizens.

The distinguished speakers enriched the conference through their diverse and thought-
provoking perspectives. Prof. Ruby Ojha reflected on India’s remarkable economic
heritage and its journey towards becoming a developed nation, reminding participants
that the vision of Viksit Bharat represents both a future aspiration and a re-emergence
of India’s historical strength and global significance. Dr. Rajmani Pandey emphasised
that the responsibility for achieving Viksit Bharat does not rest with governments and
policymakers alone and highlighted the importance of simultaneous progress in
economic prosperity, human development, healthcare, education, infrastructure,
governance and equality. Dr. C. S. Adhikari drew attention to the continuing importance
of agriculture and the need to strengthen this sector for sustainable and inclusive
development. Prof. Meera Shankar highlighted India’s changing demographic profile
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and stressed the importance of effective human resource planning, while also reminding
us that every individual possesses potential when guided by a skilled enabler. Dr.
Sukamal Deb emphasised the importance of linking rural transformation with sound
financial planning and integration with the evolving global economy. Prof. Channaveer
R. M. presented a broader understanding of social development encompassing human
capital, psychological well-being, social capital and political development, while
advocating inclusive and regenerative systems for the long-term well-being of society.
Other speakers reinforced the importance of collective ideas and innovation, global
integration, sustainability, transparency and accountability, international cooperation,
education, skills, entrepreneurship and inclusive growth. Dr. Ravinder Rena particularly
reminded us that rapid economic growth alone is insufficient unless its benefits reach
every section of society and enable every citizen to participate in India's development
journey.

The conference therefore reinforced an important conclusion: Viksit Bharat 2047 will
require innovation, inclusion, sustainability, quality governance, strong
institutions, gender equity, human development and continuous investment in
research and knowledge creation. Economic prosperity must progress simultaneously
with improvements in education, healthcare, infrastructure, equality and overall human
development.

The success of the conference also encouraged the organising institutions to strengthen
their future academic initiatives. These include the forthcoming development
international conference on “Business Environment in India”, the of the RCSS
Academic Fellowship, and academic programmes designed to support researchers
throughout their journey from research idea development to publication. Such initiatives
seek to contribute to the development of a stronger research ecosystem and a more
vibrant culture of evidence-based knowledge generation.

Conference Research Awards

The conference also recognised outstanding research contributions through the
Conference Research Awards. The award recipients deserve appreciation for the
quality, originality and contribution of their research:

First Prize — 35,000
Mr Gopala B., Alliance University, Bengaluru
Heartiest congratulations for securing the top honour of the conference.

Second Prize — %3,000
Mr Nilay Kumar Deb, Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University, West Bengal
Congratulations on this outstanding research achievement.

Third Prize — 32,000

Ms Muskan Sharma and Ms Shagun Sharma, PG Government College for Girls,
Sector 11, Chandigarh

Congratulations for their valuable research contribution and achievement.
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The Journal of Global Economy congratulates all the award recipients and appreciates
every author and presenter who contributed to the intellectual success of the conference.
Research is fundamentally a continuing journey of inquiry, learning and knowledge
creation, and every sincere scholarly contribution strengthens the larger academic
community.

As we move forward, the deliberations of this conference should not be viewed as an
end in themselves. They should inspire new research questions, interdisciplinary
collaborations, academic partnerships and evidence-based solutions to the challenges
facing India and the world.

The journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047 will be shaped not merely by economic
indicators, but by the collective strength of knowledge, innovation, inclusion,
sustainability, ethical governance and human development. Researchers, teachers,
students, policymakers, professionals and citizens all have an important role to play in
this national journey.

It is our hope that the research presented and the discussions initiated during this
conference will continue beyond the conference platform and contribute to new ideas,
meaningful collaborations and practical pathways towards a stronger, more inclusive,
sustainable and prosperous India.

— Editor
Journal of Global Economy
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